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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY THEOLOGY SCHOLARSHIPS

Over the next year the Southern Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church is offering up to 5 theology scholarships.  Each scholarship will reimburse a student for the cost of a single undergraduate paper offered by the Theology Programme at Otago University, Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka. Successful applicants will pay for the paper up front and be reimbursed once they have passed it.  

The scholarships are an expression of the Southern Presbytery’s commitment to increasing theological awareness among its church members, and resourcing and encouraging its current and future lay leadership and through them its churches. 

Applicants need to be regularly attending a Presbyterian or Uniting Church, and to have been doing so for at least a year. They also need to be living in Dunedin as a student or living in the Presbytery area (south of the Waitaki). As long as they meet this residence criterion, distance students and local students are equally eligible. A person may only be awarded one scholarship. The scholarships are not open to people who have been accepted for ministry training. 

We envisage that the theology scholarships might be of interest to 
i. people who are already involved in leadership in their church – parish councillors / lay preachers/ pastoral visitors/ youth or children’s workers etc- who are wanting to do some theological study to support and upskill the leadership they are already exercising,
ii. students in Dunedin studying at Otago University who may have space in their degree for an extra paper and who would be interested in doing some theology.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applications for scholarships for Semester 2 2026 need to be in to the Executive Officer of Southern Presbytery presbyteryeo@southernpresbyterians.nz  on or before May 25th. (The registration deadline for new students to Otago University is June 15th.) There are prerequisites for some of the papers on offer so check those out. The details can be found by searching for each paper on the Otago Uni website (a google search of “BIBS 221 Otago Uni” etc is best).  With a good case sometimes exceptions can be made – enquiries on that and other course matters can be directed to theology@otago.ac.nz 

A document with papers on offer from Otago, Semester 2 has been sent with this form.


Supporting documentation – A letter from the Minister or Session Clerk in support of your application and confirming that you have been participating in the Parish for at least one year must be included with the application from.

On successful completion of the paper, applicants will need to send a copy of their results, along with bank details to The Southern Presbytery Executive Officer at presbyteryeo@southernpresbyterians.nz 
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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY THEOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP
Application Form for Semester 2 2026

	Miss, Ms, Mrs, Mr, Other

	

	Last name

	First Name/s

	Date of birth

	Contact Phone number

	Postal address



	Email address


Name of your church community including contact details:


How long have you attended/belonged to this church:


How do you participate in the life of the church?


What theology paper are you considering studying? 

(Have you checked that you have the prerequisites?)	Yes /No


How would study of a theological paper benefit you and/or your church community? (please write 1-2 paragraphs, no more than a page, and attach to your application)





Scholarship Nominee Declaration
I confirm that all the information supplied in support of my application is accurate at the date of signing and the supporting documentation is enclosed.

	Signed:
	Date:
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